10          THE LIFE OF KABfR.

could no longer be refused admission to the or-
der.16

When Kabfr announced that he had become
the chela of Ramanand, both Hindus and Mu"
hammadans were dismayed and a joint deputa-
tion went to inquire of Ramanand whether it
were true that he had received a Muhammadan
boy as one of his disciples. RamAnand asked
them to produce the boy. The people took Kabfr
to him. RSim^nand on his arrival raised the curtain
which screened him from the public gaze and
asked the boy when he had made him his dis-
ciple. Kabir answered, ^Various are the mantras
that Gurus whisper into the ears of their disciples^
but you struck me on the head and communi-
cated to me the name of Earn." The Swdmi
recalled the circumstance, and drawing aside the
curtain clasped him to his breast and said, ^Be-
yond ail questioning you became my disciple/'
The members of the deputation returned home
disappointed. Kabir returned to the weaver's
house and set to work on the loom. When any
Sadhu came to the house he used to have the
ground prepared after the manner of Hindus and
got food cooked for them in vessels not previous"
!y used. He himself would wait upon them while

(16) Kabir Panthis in conversation speak of their mantra
as " Barn E^m," but it is a mistake to suppose that these
words constitute the mantra either of their Panth or of the
B^manandis. These mantraf may not be disclosed to the
uninitiated,